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ol By Marcia Stein, Women’s Philanthropy President

Our first Lev
L'Lev event, celebrating
Israel “Heart to Heart,”
was co-chaired by Cheryl
Fey, Paula Klein and Fran
Kaufman, and began with a
bazaar filled with wonderful
vendors displaying and
selling beautiful Israeli art,
jewelry, Israeli artifacts and
religious items. It was exciting
to walk through the colorful
bazaar that filled the huge
foyer of the Westin Mission
Hills ballroom. We had
such fun shopping, enjoying
each others’” company and
partaking of refreshments.
At lunchtime, as we entered
the ballroom, we were
greeted by tables set with
centerpieces representing
the “seven species” of Israel —
pomegranates, dates, grapes,
olives, wheat, barley and figs
— colorfully displayed on tall
graceful candlesticks. Our
lunch was Glatt Kosher and
we were so proud of the
fact that this was the first
time we had been able to
include so many women
from the entire range of
Jewish observance.

Randy Tichauer, Temple
Sinai Cantorial Soloist,
started us off with Hatikvah,
the Star Spangled Banner,
and the Motzi. Linny Smith,
Temple Sinai’s pianist,
played Israeli background
music during lunch. The
meal began with appetizers,
served family style in the
traditional Israeli way, and
included homemade pita
bread with hummus, salads,
baba gananoush and tahini
with Israeli spices. As we
were enjoying our delicious
meal, Dani C presented
an array of Israeli fashions,
informally modeled by Sherry
Borax, Judith Brown, Carol
Fragen, Barbara Fromm and
Carolyn Shagrin. To top off
our celebration of all things

Israeli, we were pleased
to acknowledge former
Miss Jerusalem/Miss Israels
who live in our midst: Rina
Eliashar, Ziva Kammerer
and Ziva Skoff. We were
entertained by the beautiful
and talented Israeli singer
Tamar Ben Shalom and
opera singer Bracha Adrezin,
who delivered a beautiful
rendition of the theme from
‘Exodus.’

Paula Klein gave a moving
presentation as she spoke of
the need to raise increasing
monies to support local and
international needs. She
cited Golda Meir’s successful
efforts in 1948 to raise funds
from American Jews, critical
for the survival of the new
Jewish state. As she noted,
when David Ben Gurion
needed money for Israel’s
survival he sent a woman to
do the job, and she did! She
likened that effort to fund
raising needs today as we
all continue to fight for the
survival of the state of Israel
since, as she observed, not
much has changed except the
power of the weaponry the
Arabs now possess. Today,
we Jewish women continue
to be there to support not
only Jews in Israel but Jews
in need here at home.

It was thrilling to see so
many Jewish women from
all over the Coachella Valley,
and from the broad spectrum
of Jewish observance, come
together in friendship and
in celebration ... and,
ultimately, to support our
Federation’s 2010 annual
campaign.

If you missed this event this
year, you will have another
opportunity next year, but
after word of mouth from
this event, you had better
get your reservation in early,
because we expect Lev I
Lev 2011 to be sold out!
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. Event chairs Cheryl Fey, Paula

Klein and Fran Kaufman with
Women’s Philanthropy President
Marcia Stein (second from left).

. Beth Weissman, Carol Fragen and

Federation President
Roberta Nyman.

. (Standing) Trudi Licht, Celia

Norian, Jan Popkoff, Karen Kolb,
Barbara Platt, Tamar Ben Shalom
and Mary Levine.

(Seated) Ana Landau, Ellen Glass
and Debra Star.

. Cantorial Soloist Randy Tichauer

leading the motzi.

. Tamar Ben Shalom entertained

. Dani Cukier of Dani C (third

from left) brought beautiful Israeli
fashions to the event, modeled
by Judith Brown, Carol Fragen,
Sheri Borax, Carolyn Shagrin and
Barbara Fromm.

. More beautiful Israeli fashions,

modeled by Carol Fragen,
Carolyn Shagrin, Sheri Borax,
Judith Brown and Barbara
Fromm.

. Bari Winchell, Joanne Hirschfield

and Jani Goldberg

. (Standing) Nadine Krull , Diane

Piekarsky, Sussie Denebeim,
Amy Austin, Shirley Shapiro and
Brandy Ladd. (Seated)

Ruth Levitsky, Marilyn Gindoff,
Chaya Posner and Chani Lew.

10. Marcia Stein with opera singer
Bracha Adrezin and her mother,
Laura Rothstein.

11. Babs Schrager, Joan Feldman
and Iris Smotrich

12. Susan Goldfine and
Karen Cohen

13. (Standing) Tootie Hecht,
Joanne Hirschfield, Bari Winchell,
Sondi Green, Bev Mandleman,
Lil Fox and Bev Libin. (Seated)
Florence Solomon, Shari Stewart
and Pearl White

14. Jean Carrus, Jan Popkoff and
Eileen Wuhl

15. Sondi Green, Debra Star and
Annette Novack

16. (Standing) Linda Sage, Kathy
Block, Sherry Gimbel, Cheryl Fey
and Roberta Nyman. (Seated)
Mimi Gittelson, Libby Hoffman,
Lee Appel, Gerda Gordon and
Joan Rose.

17. Lynda Zionts and
Mary Werksman

18. Phyllis Eisenberg, Annette
Sunshine, Etta Saperstein,
Renee Glickman and Women’s
Philanthropy Fundraising Vice
President Sandra Banner.

19. Lee Appel, Trudi Licht and
Rabbi Sally Olins

20. Lucy Meepos, Judy Torodor and
Lainie Weil

21. Stephanie Ross, Shirley Shapiro
and Sheri Borax.

22. Shoshana Enosh, Lois Zoller and
Mimi Paley

23. Marcia Stein, Women’s
Philanthropy President (right),
with former Miss Jerusalem/Miss
Israels Rina Eliashar,

Ziva Kammerer and Ziva Skoff.

24. Evelyn Binsky, Amy Austin,
Nina Rone, Geri Shaevel and
Julie Fey-Clark

25. (Standing) Annabelle
Goldstein, Jackie Comras,
Sheri Labell, Diane Kalman and
Freya Libby-Wittenberg. (Seated)
Stephanie Ross, Marge Gordon
and Corinne Bronfeld.

26. Sydney Bushman, Gail Scadron,
Gail Stone, Jane Fireman and
Sue Rappaport.

27. (Standing) llene Roisentul,
Veronica Rubinsky, Delane Levy,
Elizabeth Meyerhoff, Diane Weiss
and Amy Stone.

(Seated) Elizabeth Ronayne,
Sarah Milmet, Diane Novack and
Beth Weissman.

28. Linda Sage, Kate Hausworth
and Helen Gottschalk

29. Shirley Kimmel, Babs Schrager
and Judy Corwin

30. Rina Eliashar, Marnie Miller and
Elaine Steinberger
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